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In January 1990, a registry was initiated for surveillance of infants with the often severe symptoms of congenital cytomegalovirus (CMV) disease. In the first 2 years, 100 cases were reported to the registry. Petechiae, the most commonly noted clinical sign, were reported for approximately 50% of infants, usually accompanied by hepatomegaly and splenomegaly. Of the various severe neurologic conditions that can result from congenital CMV infection, the most frequent was intracranial calcifications, which were noted in 43% of the cases. The most common laboratory abnormality was low platelet count, which was observed in 52% of the cases. Infants with severe neurologic damage were about twice as likely as infants with less severe damage to have most other clinical signs and laboratory abnormalities. Databases will be developed to facilitate comparisons among symptomatically infected infants and asymptomatically infected as well as noninfected infants.